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Centaurea  s o l s t i t i a l i s  L. (yellow cen taurea)  is  a pe renn ia l  he rbaceous  plant of the fami ly  Composi tae .  Its ep igea l  
pa r t  contains  the sesqu i t e rpene  lactone seab io l ide  [1]. 

F r o m  the ep igea l  pa r t  of yel low cen tau rea  col lec ted  in the Vashlavan National P a r k  ( southeas te rn  Georgia)  on 
May 17, 1968, at the beginning of budding, we have i so la ted  by aqueous ex t rac t ion  [2] a c o l o r l e s s  c ry s t a l l i ne  subs tance  
with the composi t ion  C20Oz~HT, mp 151-153 ° C (from ethanol).  The IR spec t rum of the substance has  absorp t ion  bands 
at  (cm -1) 3460 and 3480 (OH), 1765 and 1670 (ce-methylene and T- lactone) ,  1720 and 1245 (C--~-O), and 1655 (C~---C). 
F r o m  a compar i son  of the r e s u l t s  obtained with those given in the l i t e r a t u r e  we came to the conclusion that  the sub-  
s tance  i so la ted  is ident ica l  with s t i z o l i c i n - - a  sesqu i t e rpene  lactone f rom Stizolophus eoronopifol ius  (La in . )  [3]. 

On chromatography  in a thin l aye r  of neu t ra l  a lumina  [act ivi ty  g rade  VI; benzene -e thano l  (9 : 1) sys t em;  spots  
r e v e a l e d  with a 0.5% solut ion of KMnO 4 in 0.5% HzSOt], the Rf  va lues  of s t i zo l i c in  and the subs tance  i so la ted  coincided 
(0.3); the i r  I~t s p e c t r a  were  ident ica l .  A mix ture  with s t i zo l i e in  gave no d e p r e s s i o n  of the mel t ing point. P lants  of the 
s ame  spec i e s  co l lec ted  in the f l ower ing  s tage  in the Talysh  ( southeas te rn  Azerbaidzhan)  contained no s t izo l ic in .  
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