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Centaurea solstitialis 1. (yellow centaurea) is a perennial herbaceous plant of the family Compositae. Its epigeal
part contains the sesquiterpene lactone scabiolide [1].

From the epigeal part of yellow centaurea collected in the Vashlavan National Park (southeastern Georgia) on
May 17, 1968, at the beginning of budding, we have isolated by aqueous extraction [2] a colorless crystalline substance
with the composition CyyOysH;, mp 151-153° C (from ethanol). The IR spectrum of the substance has absorption bands
at (cm™!) 3460 and 3480 (OH), 1765 and 1670 (@-methylene and y-lactone), 1720 and 1245 (C=0), and 1655 (C=C).
From a comparison of the results obtained with those given in the literature we came to the conclusion that the sub-
stance isolated is identical with stizolicin—a sesquiterpene lactone from Stizolophus coronopifolius (Lam. ) [3].

On chromatography in a thin layer of neutral alumina [activity grade VI; benzene—ethanol (9 : 1) system; spots
revealed with a 0.5% solution of KMnO, in 0.5% H,SO,], the R values of stizolicin and the substance isolated coincided
(0.3); their IR spectra were identical. A mixture with stizolicin gave no depression of the melting point. Plants of the
same species collected in the flowering stage in the Talysh (southeastern Azerbaidzhan) contained no stizolicin,

REFERENCES

1. Bohdan Ddozdz, Dissert. Pharmac. pharmacol PAN, 20, no. 1, 93, 1968.

2. K. 8. Rybalko, E. A. Trutneva, and P. N. Kibal'chin, Aptechn. delo, no. 4, 32, 1965.

3. M. N. Mukhametzhanov, V. I. Sheichenko, K. S. Rybalko, and D. A. Pakaln, KhPS, [Chemistry of Natural
Compounds], 5, 125, 1969.
18 July 1969

All-Union Scientific-Research Institute for Medicinal Plants

503



